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Getting what you need
There’s nothing like a
pandemic to expose
what we think we want,
and perhaps reveal
what we truly need.
Over the previous eighteen months people
have had to adapt to new ways of life. This has
been evident in numerous ways, but particularly in our spending habits as a
nation. After an initial scramble to bulk-buy toilet roll, consumers turned their
attention to products that reflected their new homebound lifestyles. Items that
proved to be particularly popular included bicycles, stand up paddleboards,
drinkware, indoor plants, storage solutions and home office equipment.
And as a reflection of the staggering increase in online meetings, where
individuals could only be seen from the waist up, the demand for top-half clothing
rose 167% compared to the same time in 2019, while demand for bottoms
jumped by just 39%.
It might be that many of us also indulged in an online shopping spree during one
or more of the lockdown periods. Our purchases might have been out of good
intentions, genuine interest or simply to occupy our time and mind. I wonder,
however, how many of the things we thought we needed to buy now lie dormant
in garages and cupboards? I wonder to what extent that might be true for other
households up and down the country?
Having our world shaken up and turned upside down exposes what we really
need. Many things that we thought were essential turn out to be more
expendable than we realised. At the same time, things we took for granted are
shown to be things we really need when they are taken away. Have you felt a
deeper need to connect with family when you are able to travel to see them? Is
the office actually a much more necessary place than we ever thought possible?
Do we fundamentally, deep down, really need a hug?

The disruption of daily life reveals the things we really need, and the things we
really don’t. It also exposes the bigger questions of what we need that we rarely
take time to consider: Who am I? What am I here for? Is there more to life than
this?
As a church we would love to help you consider these big questions and see if
there are answers to be found. Psalm 34:4 says, “Taste and see that the Lord is
good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.” Our service times can be found
in this edition of Outreach and on our church website, and everyone is welcome.
Or why not try out our new monthly evening service B² (Bible & Beverage – first
Sunday of each month in St Andrew’s at 18:30) where we look to tackle one of
life’s big issues from a biblical perspective before following it up with a chance for
questions and discussion in the Drake Manor Inn; nothing is assumed, and again,
everyone is welcome.
With love and best wishes,
Rev. Andy.

From the Registers:
Baptism

22nd August: Baptism - Jack Toop
18th September: Thanksgiving - Rosemary Williams

Funerals

22nd September: Funeral of Lynette Sones (Efford Crematorium)
24th September: Thanksgiving/Memorial Service for Delia Bennett
(Burrator)
01st October: Memorial Service for Dave Butland (St Andrew’s Church)

Remembrance Day
Sunday
November 14th
We reprint here one of your
editors’ early front pages 11 years
ago, and ask that you join us for
Remembrance Day 2021.
On Sunday November 14th there
will be an open air service at the
War Memorial in Milton Combe.
Then at 10:55, our former warden
Col. (ret) Bob Barnes will be
leading the service at the
Crapstone war memorial to
honour those who serve to
defend our democratic freedoms
and way of life. There will be a 2
minute silence and the laying of
wreaths.
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The deadline for articles for the
Christmas issue is 15th November 2021

News from the
Editor’s Desk

Welcome to the penultimate!

Well, maybe it will be the second-to-last edition,
but we are still hoping not! The dictionary tells me
that the word “penultimate” derives from the Latin paene
(”almost”) and ultima (”last”), and we all know that
“almost” means “not quite” and sometimes things turn out
differently.
People say “I almost fell over” when actually they just
stumbled and then recovered to be stronger than ever!

Outreach magazine needs new editors, and we have been asking for volunteers
for some months. Your current editors have been keeping this
community/church publication warm for well over a decade (with thanks to
Mark Woock and Denise Hume for 3 of those years) and now we have to stand
down and pass to others with a fresh approach.
We are blessed with a super team of contributors (see opposite) who send news,
comments and articles, some for every single issue. What we will need in January
are two people:- one who can scan social media, trawl through church and
organisations websites, and prepare pages of material to fill any blanks, checking
grammar and spelling, which is a job Diana has been doing for many years.
The other is someone who would like to use a desktop publishing program to put
together 32 pages of material from advertisers and contributors, adding images
and trying to design pages which are easy to read. Current DTP programs are
very powerful, and if everything is in the right place, they produce artwork which
our printers can print from. This has been my job for countless issues, and I
have really enjoyed doing it. But I am now busier in my day job than any time in
my 47-year working life, and I can pass over some tips to a new person - who
may wish to produce the mag in perhaps a new style.
Our Christmas issue is the next one, and who knows whether this will be the
“ultimate” - time will tell. If we do not have a team in place by Christmas, we will
“mothball” all the images and data we have, and await possible developments in
future years. Outreach is both a community and a church mag, and has always
been financially independent, running a tight ship thanks to support from
subscriptions and advertisers, and I will continue as Treasurer for the time being.
We hope you enjoy our Harvest and Remembrance issue, and do please contact
us with your contribution for the ultimate Christmas mag!
Nick & Diana Kilby

- email

editor@bucklandoutreach.co.uk

News
To include news snippet in our
Christmas issue, email brief details
by 15th November to

editor@bucklandoutreach.co.uk

Winter Craft Fair
Buckland Abbey

The fair will be open from Friday 5th
until Sunday 7th November from 10 am
to 4pm. Full details of how to book
were not available at the time of going
to print, but will be found on the
website.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/buckland-abbey

Phil Cann

Dartmoor Walking Festival

Harvest Lunch
Come and celebrate Harvest Thanksgiving together
after our church Harvest Service.
Venue: Buckland Chapel
When: Sunday 3rd October 2021 after church
service
What to bring: Bring your own food, nibbles and
something to drink, disposable plates, cutlery and
drinking cups.
How to book : Ticketed event due to Covid
restrictions. Book your place and numbers attending
either by signing the clipboard at the church
entrance or by emailing davelikeatree@outlook.com
A cup of homemade soup and homemade bread and
butter will also be available for you, but please bring
along a mug for the soup.

Much respected and loved by many in the parish, Phil Cann
passed away last month. His funeral procession on
September 13th was marked by many from business,
school friends and customers of Cann Bros. He was given a
wonderful send-off at Yelverton with a tractor run in front
of his digger and the hearse.

Miss Ivy’s Events
Sat Oct 23rd Love Local Gift Market,
Butchers Hall, Tavistock 10:00 – 15:30. An array of 25 local
businesses selling artisan gifts perfect Market for starting
Christmas shopping! Free entry!

News

Sunday 31st Oct Doggy Christmas Market,
Butchers Hall, Tavistock 10:30 – 16:00 The run-up to the festive season isn’t just for families –
our four-legged friends can now share the excitement of Christmas with their very own doggy
market! An array of products for dogs, Santa Paws Grotto (must be pre-booked £12.00 to
include a social media photo) and fun activities including a fun dog show. Entry £2.00 to the
Market more details on www.adoggydayout.co.uk
Saturday 20th Nov Festive Love Local Gift Market
Butchers Hall, Tavistock 10:00 – 19:00. An array of 25 local businesses selling artisan gifts perfect
Market for starting Christmas shopping! Free entry. More details on www.missivyevents.co.uk
Saturday 27th Nov Festive Upcycled & Eco Market, Butchers Hall, Tavistock 10:00 – 15:30. An
array of 25 local businesses selling Upcycled & Eco gifts perfect for purchasing sustainable living
gifts. Free entry. More details on www.missivyevents.co.uk
For more info on all these events, go to:

www.missivyevents.co.uk
Since our last pantomime in early 2020, (just
before the pandemic hit) the Drama Group
have been holding regular play readings, first
via Zoom, and recently face-to-face again.

Buckland Monachorum
Drama Group

The challenge is when to restart performances, and then, what to put on?
There is one play we would like to do, a
comedy, but it requires someone who
can play a teenage boy.
We currently don’t have anyone in our
cast who can take this on, so if you know
someone who would like to take on the
role, then please get in touch. We are
always looking for new members, both
for acting and back stage roles, so if you
would like to join in, contact us via the
website: www.bucklandmonachorumdramagroup.co.uk.

have TPM installed, and it wasn’t part of
the motherboard. I was able to
download and install it though once I
had enabled the option.
As previously mentioned, Microsoft
took everyone by surprise by suddenly
announcing the ‘end’ of Windows 10,
and the release of Windows 11.
I have now had a chance to download
and install a copy to see what it is like.
The first thing you notice is that the
‘start button’ which has been in the
bottom left of the screen since
Windows 95 (yes that’s short for 1995
when it was released!) has now been
moved into the centre of the bottom
taskbar. Any similarity to the Apple
taskbar is no doubt co-incidental!
First impressions are that everything
looks different, but is still the same so it
looks like ‘All Change – but stay the
same’. So what else do you need to
know?

There are other blocks to you getting
Windows 11, to do with the amount of
RAM, processor speed and available
hard disc space, but these are best left
for me to answer.
I will be testing more, slightly older,
computers in due course, to see how
the arrival of Windows 11 affects them.
Microsoft say that Windows 10 will
continue to get the updates until 2025,
but these are likely to be just ‘bug fixes’
and not any new features as has
happened in the past. Any new laptop
or PC bought now should come with a
sticker saying it is Win 11 compatible. I
noted that several PC adverts say that
they come with a ‘free upgrade to Win
11’ as though it was some sort of
special bonus!

I have continued to upgrade computers
Well, the release date is the 5th October with the new Solid State Drives, turning
(so not long after your copy of Outreach machines that seem to be wading in
comes out) and apparently, your
treacle, into fast nippy ones. This works
PC/Laptop will tell you when it is ready especially well with ones that were
to install. Upgrading from Windows 7, 8 originally Windows 7 and just had the
& 10 is free.
free Win 10 upgrade in 2015+. So if your
computer is one of these, or just seems
There are some caveats though. The
really S-L-O-W, then get in touch and I’ll
main one seems to be that you will
see what might be
need to have Trusted Platform Module possible.
(TPM) installed on your computer. Not
Stay safe.
every computer will have this as it is
built into the processor, and/or the
motherboard. Despite the fact that my
Stephen Fryer
test PC was built early in 2020, it didn’t

The Bolthole &
Annie’s Cottage
Milton Combe
We look forward to welcoming your
family and friends to stay. Short
breaks available. Open all year.

City and Guilds qualified

The Bolthole sleeps max 3, 1 kingsize double, 1 twin,
cot & high chair available.
Annie’s Cottage sleeps 2. 5ft zip and link bed.
Both cottages welcome one dog (min age 12 mths).
Patio and parking space for each cottage.

New Doors
Partitions
Decking Fencing
Painting & Decorating
Fascias, Soffits
Guttering & Windows
Natural Dry Stone Walls

For a free estimate, kindly
give me a call on
01822 853890 or
07934 919194

michael.stansbury@btinternet.com

Over 30 years experience in the IT industry.

Bespoke Computer Supplier
Computer Repairs & Upgrades
Spyware/Adware Protection & Removal
Home & Office Networks Installed/Maintained
Broadband Advice & Installation
Website Design - Web Hosting Service
Up to A1 size b/w & colour printing!

30 Modyford Walk
Chapel Lane
Buckland Monachorum
Horrabridge
Yelverton PL20 7NQ
open Wednesdays 10am-5pm
01822 855336
01822 855796
www.bucklandcomputers.co.uk
Email me: scfryer@bucklandcomputers.co.uk

Red House
For those who
value their
independence,
wishing to stay
behind their own
front door and not
have to leave their
cherished home or pets, day
case at Red House may be
the perfect solution.

Buckland Village Hall
am - 3m Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri
9am - 1m Wednesdays

01822 854376

Our day care is offered on a flexible basis and it can
include weekends as well as extended hours should
you choose to stay longer. All daily activities, meals
and facilities are available to all.
Red House day care creates a vibrant and social
community for users to enjoy their stay while
receiving the care and support they require. We can
handle complex health-related needs with our highly
trained staff. Families have peace of mind knowing
their parents or seniors are spending their day in a
fun, socially engaging and safe environment while
receiving professional care.
If you would like more information or to have a free
“taster” day, please call Gemma Trawally or email
gemma.trawally@crocuscare.co.uk

Charleston
Friendship
Cafe

We are a friendship group meeting in Buckland Monachorum
Village Hall, supporting those living in the community who may
feel isolated or simply enjoy some good company.
We offer tea and cake, lots of chat and fun activities.
We are also dementia friendly.

Autumn Term 2021 Dates:
2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month from 2pm -4pm

13th October

27th October

10th November

24th November

8th December

22nd December

We are able to offer transport.
Do drop in anytime to meet us.
We look forward to meeting you !

4th October - St Francis
and the Life of Simplicity
Just about the only thing most people know
about Francis of Assisi is that he talked to the
birds. Church-goers also know the popular hymn
based on his famous prayer, ‘Make me a channel
of your Peace’, which was sung at the funeral of
Princess Diana.
However, Italy’s patron saint, whose feast day is
this month (the 4th) was a more complex, and
some would say controversial character. His life
spanned the end of the twelfth and beginning of
the thirteenth centuries. He was born into a very
wealthy family, but after what he called his
‘conversion’ standing before a crucifix.
He renounced all his possessions. In fact, he
stripped himself of his of his wealthy garments in
a public square in his home-town, Assisi. For the
rest of his life he and his followers, including his
feminine counterpart. St Claire longed, prayed
and worked for a life of simplicity – a lifestyle
without luxury or privileges.
For the Franciscan brothers and the Poor Claires. This meant no private possessions at all.
Francis saw that many poor people without these things, actually seemed to live happier and
more fulfilling lives than the ambitious rich. He spoke of a simple life not shaped by money or
power but by love and mutual concern. As his hymn says, ‘it is in giving of ourselves that we
receive’.
Of course, poverty; in our modern western world is seldom a matter of blissful simplicity, as
present-day Franciscans recognise. For too many it is a matter of poor diet, over-crowded
rooms, rough sleeping and unemployment. The call of today’s followers of Francis and Claire is
that those who are
better-off should ‘live
more simply, so that
others can simply live’.
Christians follow a
Master who said that he
came with ‘good news
for the poor’.
They believe that many
of us today can be that
good news.

Autumn - it’s time for . . .

Only a fortnight ago, the evening
skies were full of swallows, shrieking and wheeling across the lanes when I walked
my dog. Last week these agile little birds were sitting on the power lines, getting
themselves organised, and today, they’re nowhere to be seen. Autumn, it would
appear, is creeping up on us once more and it won’t be long before someone
mentions ‘only X shopping days till…’ on the TV ads. Autumn may be a signal that
summer has finished, but it’s a time for new beginnings as well - new terms, new
schools, new hobbies to chase away the dark evenings.
When we told friends we were moving to Buckland Monachorum, most of them
were amused by the name. ‘It sounds like a Victorian gentleman with twirling
moustachios,’ said one. Which got me thinking.
Suppose our hero Buckland went drinking with Tamerton Foliot; lost at cards to Bere
Ferrers, then got into a duel with that rogue Bickleigh Down? Before long, I had a
whole world of ne’er-do-wells in my head, all with Regency jackets and shiny boots,
blustering their way into the Drake and making unsuitable comments to the locals…
It’s what I do - make up stories.

. . . a new writing group

I’ve been writing, and teaching creative writing for a few years now, and I’m planning
to set up a writing group in Buckland Monachorum in October, starting with two free
one-hour taster sessions. If you would like more information, or if you’d like to come
along and write, please contact me on rozlevens@gmail.com
Sessions will be suitable for all levels of writing
experience - or none at all - from people who
always wanted to write but don’t know where to
start, right up to would-be novelists. You look like
you’ve got a story to tell - why not come along?
Caroline Price is a prizewinning author and
storyteller, writing as Roz Levens. Her first novel
‘Pack of Lies’ is available on Amazon and as a kindle
download at
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B08BKVN1RG/

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
Wednesday and Friday

The Modern Garage
With Village Principles

01822 853939 MOT Testing
Service & Repair to all makes
Autologic Diagnostic Testing
Air Conditioning
Welding & Minor Body Repairs
Exhausts & Tyres at very Competitive prices
cal
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Unit E, Yelverton Business Park
Yelverton PL20 7PE
barton-garages@btconnect.com
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Rotary Club
of Yelverton

An Autumn Update

We had hoped that the start of our new Rotary year in July would have seen the last of
events being disrupted by Covid but, alas, that has proved not to be the case.
In light of the soaring Covid transmission case numbers in the area, we took the difficult
decision to cancel our annual Old Folks’ Tea Party (5th September), which we had already
postponed from the spring. This indoor planned event would have provided
entertainment for about 60 of our older citizens from our local care homes and those
from their own homes. Bringing so many potentially vulnerable people together to
attend an indoor event seemed to us to be too risky in the current circumstances.
We were, however, able to provide our usual assistance with Car Parking at the RAF
Harrowbeer Open Day in August. This seems to have been very well attended despite
the poor weather on the Sunday.
When we feel it appropriate, our Club recognises individuals who have provided
significant help and support to others within the community. Past ‘Service Recognition
Awards’ have been associated with, for example, our Memory Café and with
Defibrillator Training. This year we recognised the considerable personal support that
has been given to one of our members and his wife by presenting a Certificate and
bouquet of flowers to the lady in question at a recent family occasion.
Our first fundraising event in almost 18 months was a Car Boot Sale held at the
Yelverton War Memorial Hall on the 12th September. Unfortunately, the uncertain
weather affected the turnout of both Buyers and Sellers, but we are very pleased to
raise an overall profit of some £300.
Our speaker programme got under way in September with a talk from Jenny Adjene, cofounder of Hip Hip Hooray, a social enterprise business based in Tavistock providing a
route back into employment for women with historic issues of domestic violence, drugs
and crime. Jenny described the programme they currently offer and her planned way
ahead to further expand and strengthen the initiative. Our members were able to
provide various potential sources of support and advice.
Our first club away visit for this year is planned to take place with a guided tour at the
refurbished Tavistock Guildhall at the end of September.
Ken Farnham
See our website: www.yelverton.rotary1175.org
Or contact us at: president@yelverton.rotary1175.org

Buckland Monachorum Village Hall
With Covid restrictions lifting, the Hall Committee has been looking to get back to
some sort of normality. The first monthly Coffee Morning took place at the
beginning of September and unless there is a change to covid rules, they will be
held on the second Saturday of each month, from 10am to Noon. If you or a group
you belong to would like to put on a display, or If you would like to have a table at
one of the Coffee Mornings, then email info@bucklandmonachorum.org.uk for
details.
Other Groups are also looking to restart,
including the Art Group, Charleston Memory
Café and the Drama Group. Buckland
Beehive pre-school has been open for some
time of course. To see what’s happening in
the Hall, you can visit the website for all the
details and bookings.

www.bucklandmonachorumvillagehall.co.uk

Defender of the Faith

It was 500 years ago, on 11th October 1521, that Pope Leo X granted the title
‘Defender of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII of England and Ireland. It recognised the
King’s defence of the sacrament of marriage, the supremacy of the Pope, and his
opposition to the Protestant Reformation and the ideas of Martin Luther. The title
has been inherited by all British monarchs since then.
Ironically, it was only 17 years later that Henry was
excommunicated by another Pope, Paul III, because of his
divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Even more ironically, this
came after Henry had his next queen, Anne Boleyn,
executed. His infatuation with Anne had been the reason he
decided excommunication was a price worth paying, in the
hope that she would provide him with an heir.
Anne was a keen supporter of Martin Luther, and her
influence – and the excommunication – led to the
independence of Britain from the Roman Catholic Church,
and therefore to the Reformation.
Anne was the mother of Queen Elizabeth I, the strongly Protestant and long-lived
sovereign who was in fact the successor that Henry VIII had longed for.
It just never occurred to him that it could be a woman.
From Parish Pump

Is it time to start baking the Christmas cake?
A tasty tradition . . .
The rich fruit cake that is often associated with
Christmas were originally Twelfth Cakes (which were
eaten at the parties on Twelfth Night ending the 12
Days of Christmas on 5th January). These started as
enriched fruit cakes, more like Italian Pantone
Christmas Cakes. It then became fashionable to
have large iced decorations on and over the cake
(using 'Royal Icing' which sets very hard), to show
you were rich enough to be able to afford lots of
sugar to make the icing. So the cake had to become
more rich, solid and full of fruit to support the icing.
During the industrial revolution, in the UK, the 12
Days of Christmas became less important, because
more people lived in towns and cities and had to
start working again directly after Christmas
Day and Boxing Day. So the big celebrations were
moved to Christmas rather than Twelfth Night and
the cakes became Christmas Cakes.
Twelfth Cakes also had a bean or pea cooked in them
and the finder of the bean or pea became the King or
Queen of the Twelfth Night party. When Twelfth
Cakes became Christmas Cakes, the custom of
putting tokens into a dish moved into the still
'alcoholic' Christmas Pudding.
The UK (and other countries with very strong historic
connections to the UK) seem quite unusual in having
big 'iced' cakes. Many other countries which eat rich
fruit cakes at Christmas have them either with little
or no decoration or a simple glaze and sometimes
topped with nuts.
Some countries also have special cakes which are
eaten at Christmas, New Year and Epiphany. Here
are some of the cakes:
In Italy it's Panettone; In Spain Roscón is eaten at
Epiphany (in the Catalan region it's known as Tortell
or Gâteau des Rois); In France there's 'bûche de
Noël' (a chocolate log) eaten at Christmas and
'Galette des Rois' at Epiphany; In Mexico 'Rosca de
Reyes' is eaten at Epiphany; In Japan Christmas cake
is a sponge cake filled and topped with cream and
strawberries (and is this emoji ) ; In Norway there's
'Hole Cake'; In The Netherlands, there's 'Kerstkrans' Dutch Ring Cake; In Germany it's Stollen.

Halloween can understandably provoke
mixed feelings. Recently, I found this
excerpt from an article particularly helpful and hope this gospel-fuelled approach might be of benefit to you too:
“What if our enjoyment of Jesus and his
victory over the powers of darkness
might incline us to think less about our
private enjoyments and more about how
we might love others?
What if we saw October 31st not merely
as an occasion for asking self-oriented
questions about our participation
(whether we should or shouldn’t dress
the kids up or carve pumpkins), but for
pursuing others-oriented acts of love?
What if we capitalised on the opportunity to take a step forward in an ongoing
process of witnessing to our neighbours,
co-workers, and extended families about
who Jesus is and what he accomplished
on the cross for the wicked like us?
What if we didn’t deadbolt our doors,
but handed out the best treats in the
neighbourhood as a faint echo of the
kind of grace our Father extends to us
sinners?
What if thinking evangelistically about
Halloween didn’t mean dropping tracts
into children’s bags, but seeing the
evening as an opportunity to cultivate
relationships with the unbelieving as
part of an ongoing process in which we
plainly identify with Jesus, get to know
them well, and personally speak the
good news of our Saviour into their
lives?
And what if we made sure to keep reminding ourselves that our supreme
treasure isn’t our subjective zeal for the
mission, but our Jesus and his objective
accomplishment for us?”
‘Sent into the Harvest Halloween on mission’

St. Andrew’s
Youth & Children

On the fourth Sunday of every month, the
Sunday evening service (6:30pm) is going to be
particularly aimed at teenagers.
The talk during the service will be on an issue
that teens and their peers might have regarding
the Christian faith. They are based around
chapters in Rebecca McLaughlin’s book, “10
questions every teen should ask (and answer)
about Christianity”, which is available to
purchase at: thegoodbook.co.uk &
10ofthose.com

We’d love to see your teenagers (and
you!) there!

As Halloween approaches, we would
like to offer an opportunity for
children to celebrate Jesus as the
Light of the world. To this end, on
Saturday 30th October, we shall be
having a ‘Light Party’ with plenty of
fun and games with a short talk from
the Bible. Details to come on the
church Facebook page.

Thank you
for the Rain
Following their gold award by the
environmental charity, A Rocha UK,
Tavistock United Reformed Church
are to show a film sponsored by
Coming to Tavistock
Christian Aid entitled “Thank you for
Wed 20th October - free entry
the rain”. It will be shown at the
United Reformed Church in Russell
Street Tavistock on Wednesday 20th October at 7.30pm. There is no charge for admission as
this is part of a focus on the forthcoming COP 26 gathering in Glasgow in November.
The film is a rare and personal insight into the realities of the climate crisis and it is a call
to action to all who care about creation.
Thank You for the Rain tells the story of Kisilu, a smallholder farmer in Kenya who has used
his camera to capture the life of his family, and the human costs of climate change.
Jess Hall, a campaigner for Christian Aid wrote, “When I first watched this film, I couldn’t
speak for a good 10 minutes afterwards. I felt rage and I felt sadness. But I also had a
profound sense of hope, I wanted to stand in solidarity with Kisilu, I needed to act.”

Autumn colours
The chestnut trees turned yellow,
The oak like sherry browned,
The fir, the stubborn fellow,
Stayed green the whole year
round.
Christopher Morley

Paratrooper Turned Priest
Shares Afghanistan Reflection
Rev’d Huw Riden served in the Paratroopers in
Afghanistan in 2001 and 2002 before becoming a
photographer.
He was ordained in Exeter Diocese in 2017, serving
as a curate in Exmouth before recently training as
an army chaplain. He is currently Padre to 3
Division Signals Regiment. Here he shares his
personal reflection on the Taliban’s sweep back to
power and the British withdrawal from Afghanistan, two decades since he and his comrades
first went in: ‘A single death is a tragedy, a million deaths is a statistic’. Afghanistan is
quickly turning into a very bad statistic, while the sheer level of tragedy has become too
much to comprehend.

As I watch the news, I find it a strange thing to see the familiar skyline of TV hill in
the middle of Kabul. It’s strange to see my old unit, 2 Para, who are there now at
the ‘end’. It is nineteen and a half years since we first entered Kabul, that was
back in late 2001 and early 2002. In those times the city was in a desperate state,
devastated by the Russians, the Mujahadeen, the Taliban and the Northern
Alliance.
Anything combustible for domestic fuel had been burned, not a tree or bush
anywhere. There were old T55 Soviet tanks, shot-down aircraft, random missiles
and unexploded ordinance randomly lying about. The city lay under a blanket of
noxious smog produced by the primitive petrol burning stoves found in every
home.
I can remember one of the first Afghans I met; he was a boy who
came to the main gate of our camp cradling his hand in pain. He had
just had two of his fingers blow off by a land mine. Strangely, the
memories which stand out the most, the memories which contrasted
most notably to the chaos of it all were the peaceful prayer meetings a few of us
joined together for on the roof our accommodation.

Rooftop
Prayers

When I watch the news now and see the reactions of those who have invested in
Afghanistan, I see the disappointment, the grief and the anger written on the faces
of our own citizens who have lost loved ones, limbs or large chunks of their life.
There is also the mixture of desperation and despair on the faces of those who had
helped us. I see the Paratroopers who are on the ground now, and I know what
they are thinking and feeling.

They don’t want to be conducting
crowd control or processing
evacuees. They have been sniped at
and booby trapped by a hidden
Taliban for two decades, now the
enemy has come out of hiding – the
paras would like to settle a few old
scores, but they are also welldisciplined and professional.
There won’t be any retaliatory
attacks by the
British troops, but
they will defend
resolutely if needed.
When you consider
the sheer volume of
human life,
commitment, effort
and money which has been pumped
into Afghanistan over the last twenty
years, it is mind-boggling.
Although the figures are too great
too process, we can (to some degree)
empathise with the individual
soldiers who have lost their limbs,
and with the families who have lost
loved ones. And in response, we too
are pushed into asking the simple but
profound question: ‘why did we pay
that price’?

Reasons
to Hope

If I was to be hopeful, I
would say, perhaps the
Taliban of today will not
allow Al-Qaeda (or
contemporary variants) to run
terrorist training camps in
Afghanistan anymore. Or, this Taliban
is a new generation, the last 20 years
may have allowed them to ‘grow up’,
the new lot may not want things to
be as bad as they were before.

The people of Afghanistan may be
developing a national identity to replace
the split tribal one, a growing positive
strength in unity. Globalisation and the
interfacings with other nations and the
cultural cross-pollination of different
values and standards may have relaxed
some of the former hard-line extremism.
The people may learn to stand up for
themselves, they may seek justice for the
oppressed, the weak and
marginalised.
After all, isn’t that what’s been
happening in our own Western
democratic states after the George
Floyd tragedy?
Change is slow, but change is very
persistent. It is understandable
how tragedy can be found in the death of
one person, but it is very strange when
continuous hope can be found in the
tragic death of one person.
My hope is in the life and death of the one
person, Jesus Christ. Tyranny, suffering,
abuse, even death itself can be overcome.
I am reminded that among the tragedies
and ‘appalling statistics’ of this life – there
is always hope.
There is not much that can be done for
Afghanistan right now but hope still
prompts us to pray. A few of us Paras met
and prayed in Kabul when this small
chapter was first being written, nearly
twenty years ago. I reckon a few are
praying now.
This new chapter of Afghanistan is starting
in a much better place than the one dated
2001 – 2021. Let’s continue in hope and
prayer for that country even when it’s not
in the headlines.

Morris Bros.
Funeral Directors
Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director is
owned & run by the fifth generation of the
Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. We
provide a qualified, professional & sensitive
service to the people of Tavistock &
surrounding areas. Simon & Lucie live on site
at The Old Bedford Foundry providing you with
a very personal service regardless of the time of
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on

01822 612023
The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ
Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

www.morrisbros.co.uk

Now that the holiday season is over,
the Chapel Team are back on track
and have agreed the Business Plan for
the coming year.
Central to this is the Charitable Objectives set out in our articles which are “the advancement of the Christian faith” and “the provision of a community building for the
benefit of the village and surrounding area”
Our principal project is a new kitchen which will not only provide a community
facility but enable us to come alongside and serve the community. Many times in
the Bible Jesus feeds those in need, both physically and spiritually, and we too
would like to share in this ministry.
This project is estimated to cost in the region of £35,000 so we need your support to help us raise the funds so that the chapel will be fit for purpose as a Community Building.
Undaunted by the absence of a kitchen, David and Anthea Cox are busy organising a harvest lunch for Sunday 3rd October. There will be soup and home made
bread, so if you want to get involved, please speak to Dave or Anthea.
Susanna Campbell is organising a table top sale and cake stall on Friday 1st October. This will be mainly children’s clothes so, if you would like to have a table,
please speak to Susanna or, if you can make a cake, please speak to Debbie Farmer.
Most important of all, our prayer meetings have continued in the Chapel on
Tuesday evenings between 7.30 p.m. and 8.30 p.m. throughout the summer and
we plan to stay with that time slot for the time being. The meeting is open to all
(including those who do not attend Buckland Church regularly). The meetings
have been a huge blessing and encouragement to those who come as we spend a
quiet hour in the presence of God.
The Chapel is now available for private hire as well as for groups who would like
to meet regularly in one of the three available spaces.
www.bucklandchapeltrust.org
He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves and the fish,
and when he had given thanks, he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in
turn to the people. They all ate and were satisfied...Matthew 15:35-37

Autumn colour
In all its glory

This is the time of year when the eagerly awaited annual highlight
at The Garden House - the strikingly spectacular Acer Glade in all
its autumn hues, hopefully puts in yet another fantastic display.
As Head Gardener, Nick Haworth, can attest, no two years are ever quite the same,
but it also never fails to delight. The intensity and richness of colour, from brilliant
yellows to deep crimson reds, is always breath-taking. The view from the top of the
garden looking down on the glade of Japanese Maples towards the ornamental
bridge, brings visitors (and photographers) from far afield, who all experience the
same admiration for the staggering beauty that nature delivers each October and on
into November. Whilst writing this in late September, it is hoped that this year will be
as good as any other!
The Garden House, unlike many other gardens, can offer its visitors year-round
interest and this time of year and heading into winter still gives plenty for visitors to
enjoy. The summer garden and the long walk have an abundance of grass varieties
swaying in the breeze catching the low Autumn sunlight and even some of the early
season snowdrops are starting to pop their heads up, to mark the beginning of winter
and The Garden House’s celebrated Snowdrop Festival from mid-January.
The Garden House is open daily (except Mondays) until 31st October and then every
Friday, Saturday & Sunday from November to 1st March.
Check the website for seasonal opening times: www.thegardenhouse.org.uk.
Photo: Credit – John Richmond

Who’s Who at St. Andrew’s
Vicar:

Readers:
Philip Tuckett 870492
Paul Nixon 854247
Roy Matthews 07736 367373
Mark Smith 854614
Angela Smith 854614

Rev. Andy Bowden 852227
Mob. 07776 069402
vicar@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Music Group:
Jane Oliver 853960

Organists:

Buckland: A.Mills 853979
Associate Minister:
MC: E. Baxter 852065,
Rev. Andy Farmer 859328
associateminister@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk MC: B. Dilnot 853514

Deputy Church Warden:
Terry West 852717

Church Bookstall:
Cally Barnes 855732

Messy Church:
Debbie Farmer 859328
(1st Tue mthly)

Prayer Chain:

Church Warden:

Captain of the Bells:

Roger Watkins 852504
warden@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Ken Farnham 853640

PCC Hon.Secretary:

Rob Hubble 01752 839407

Helen Hopkins 833524
secretary@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Electoral Roll Officer:

Gift Aid Officer:

Hon. Treasurer:

Rob Hopkins 833524

Rumbi Mukono 854021
Open Doors
treasurer@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk Susanna Campbell 853078

Margie Goodfellow 853152

Youth & Children’s Worker:
Men´s Prayer:
Rev. Andy Bowden 852227

Christianity Explored:
Rev. Andy Bowden
852227 or 07776 069402

Tom Watson
youth@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Safeguarding representative:
Trish Topham
safeguarding@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Pastoral Care Team:
Home Groups:
David Waine 819747
homegroups@
Bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Karen Price
pastoral@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Church Website:

Flowers:
Debbie Morris 859081

Crèche:
to be confirmed

Prayer Ministry:
Bronia Coulshaw 855373

Outreach Magazine:
Nick & Diana Kilby 853671
Editor@bucklandoutreach.co.uk

Diana Kilby & Terry West
websiteeditor@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk
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Contacts for our local Organisations
SUPPORT
Yelverton Surgery
Buckland Cares
For practical help and support
NHS Doctors - medical advice 852202

Email bucklandcares@outlook.com

www.yelvertonsurgery.co.uk

Citizens Advice Tavistock
Telephone Advice
03444 111 444

Buckland Monachorum Parish
Clerk to the Council
855889
Contact Katharine Griffiths

Legal, financial & social advice

Yelvercare

Abbeyfield Buckland Monachorum

Help with transport 07775 695864
to surgery, hospital etc weekday 10-

Contact Ken Farnham

The Rock Dentists, Yelverton
For advice and treatment
853344

Tavistock Area Support Services
Local charity providing transport 617525

853640

& support for those with disabilities

CLUBS

Scouts
Contact John Belcher

852874

Brownies

Contact Jill Kurdzweil

Yelverton Local History Society

Beavers & Cubs
Contact Lewis Belcher

Contact Nigel Rendle:
chairman@yelvertonhistory.co.uk

Buckland Drama Group
Contact N. Maxwell by email:
n.maxwell.binnlodge@btopenworld.com

Allotments Association
854549

855564

852874

Buckland Art Group
Contact: Derek Mahoney
855032
Iain Grant
855683
RAF Harrowbeer Interest Group

Contact Mike MacKenzie:

Email: plotwanted@btinternet.com

Buckland Food Growers

855336

Yelverton Bridge Club
Contact Keat Cawse
855592

Contact Gaviin Young

Email: gavyoungmcr@yahoo.co.uk
Dartmoor Livestock Protection

Contact Stephen Fryer

ANIMALS

Injured or distressed animal on the moor describe details 07873 587561

Drake Vets

Urgent Care & Medications 854255
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Contacts for our local Organisations
St. Andrew’s Primary school CHILDREN Buckland Beehive - Pre-School
Contact- Jane Beard
853634
School Office
852867
Email:
bucklandbeehive@hotmail.com
Head Teacher
853153
Youth & Children
Youth Worker Tom Watson
Email: youth@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Buckland Playgroup

Penmoor Nursery
Contact Anne-Marie Cooper 851201
Website www.penmoor-nursery.co.uk

Rosemary Woodwark School of Dance

Contact Bethany Bowden (Wed 9-11)

Contact 01626 367537/ 07932 916826

bethany.bowden@icloud.com

Website: www.devon-dance.school

SPORTS

Buckland Cricket Club
Contact Tom Rogers
852855

Yelverton Bowling Club
Contact Bob Clarke
853493

Yelverton Badminton
St Paul’s Church Hall
Thursdays 7.30pm

854888

Yelverton Tennis Club
855583

Contact Mags Berry

Buckland Snooker
Phil Bennett
855367

VENUES

Buckland Village Hall
Bookings: Vicky Harvey 481748
Contact: Nigel Rendle
853260
Buckland Abbey
Administrator

853607

Buckland Village Hall

Buckland Chapel

Contact Susanna Campbell 853078

Milton Combe Village Hall
Contact Elaine Stansbury 852721

bucklandabbey@nationaltrust.org.uk

Childrens’ Hospice South West CHARITIES
Cancer Research UK
Contact Zoe Partridge 07500 081971
Contact Frances Halls
855003
Leukaemia Research Fund
Contact Vivienne Wright

852323

British Heart Foundation
Tavistock - Kris Budge

615338

HELP us keep this up-to-date, please - email changes to editor@bucklandoutreach.co.uk
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CHURCH CALENDAR
for October 2021
1st Friday

8.00 am

Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**

3rd SUNDAY
18h after Trinity
HARVEST

8.00 am
9.15 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Holy Communion BCP
Morning Worship at Milton Combe
All-Age Family Communion Service
B2 Evening Service

4th Monday
6th Wednesday

8.00 am
8.00 am
8.00 pm
8.00 am

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
Morning Prayer via Zoom**
Central Prayer Meeting via Zoom**
Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**

10th SUNDAY
19th after Trinity

9.15 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Holy Communion at Milton Combe
Morning Worship
Evening BCP

11th Monday
13th Wednesday
15th Friday

8.00 am
8.00 am
8.00 am

17th SUNDAY
20th after Trinity

9.15 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

18th Monday
20th Wednesday
22ⁿd Friday

8.00 am
8.00 am
8.00 am

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
Morning Prayer via Zoom**
Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**

24th SUNDAY
21st after Trinity

9.15 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Holy Communion at Milton Combe
Morning Worship
Evening Youth

25th Monday
27th Wednesday
29th Friday

8.00 am
8.00 am
8.00 am

31st SUNDAY
Last after Trinity

9.15 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

8th Friday

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
Morning Prayer via Zoom**
Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**
Morning Worship at Milton Combe
Holy Communion
Evening Pray & Praise

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
Morning Prayer via Zoom**
Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**
Holy Communion (BCP) at Milton Combe
Morning Worship
Evening worship

N.B. These services are subject to change, depending on the advice at the time.
** Please contact secretary@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk for logon details.

CHURCH CALENDAR
for November 2021
1st Monday
3rd Wednesday
5th Friday
7th SUNDAY
4th before Advent

8.00 am
8.00 am
8.00 pm
8.00 am

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
Morning Prayer via Zoom**
Central Prayer Meeting via Zoom**
Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**

8.00 am
9.15 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Holy Communion BCP
Morning Worship at Milton Combe
All-Age Family Communion Service
B2 Evening Service

8th Monday
10th Wednesday

8.00 am
8.00 am

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
Morning Prayer via Zoom**

12th Friday

8.00 am

Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**

14th SUNDAY
3rd before Advent
REMEMBRANCE

15th Monday
17th Wednesday
19th Friday
21st SUNDAY
2ⁿd before Advent
Mission Sunday

9.15 am
Holy Communion at Milton Combe
10.15 am Open air service at the War Memorial in Milton Combe
10.30 am
Morning Worship
10.55 am Open air gathering with prayers at Crapstone War Memorial
6.30 pm
Evening BCP
8.00 am
7.30 pm
8.00 am
8.00 am
9.15 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
PCC meeting
Morning Prayer via Zoom**
Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**
Morning Worship at Milton Combe
Holy Communion
Evening Pray & Praise

22ⁿd Monday
24th Wednesday
26th Friday

8.00 am
8.00 am
8.00 am

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
Morning Prayer via Zoom**
Morning Prayer BCP via Zoom**

28th SUNDAY
1st of Advent

9.15 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Holy Communion at Milton Combe
Morning Worship
Evening Youth

29th Monday
30th Tuesday

8.00 am

Prayer for the school via Zoom**
St. Andrew’s Day

N.B. These services are subject to change, depending on the advice at the time.
** Please contact secretary@bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk for logon details.
For more information, please visit www.bucklandchurchdevon.co.uk

Standing next to the historic Mayflower Steps
on a warm June evening, surrounded by
tourists enjoying the sunshine, it was hard to
visualise what the area looked like in 1620. Our
expert guide Chris Robinson did his best over
the next 2 hours to take us through 400 years
of history and an appreciation of the “Ocean
City”.
At the time of the Mayflower sailing, we would
have been looking across to the fish market
and the “cawsey”. Now we’re on the West Pier,
the causeway and a further east pier gone, and
the market relocated (twice). Sutton harbour
had taken over from Plympton as the main port
for trading tin and Plymouth with c8,000
residents was one of the largest towns in
England.
Behind the Admiral McBride (1790) stood the
old castle, the Fisherman’s Arms (1750) still
using one of its old walls. We paused at the
delightful “Fisherman’s Rest”, a quiet corner
gifted by Lady Astor.
The road to the Hoe was made in 1934 when
Cromwell’s victualling yard was demolished,
extending into the beautiful promenade of
today. Two striking figures
painted into the steep
grassy banks below the
Royal Citadel greeted us
around the corner. Similar
figures were carved there
before, and legend
suggests that Brutus the
Trojan commander’s
mighty warrior Corineus
had hurled Gogmagog off the cliff here and
rewarded him with the gift of Cornwall.

Future events
Nigel Rendle (Chairman)

Viewing the 1-mile long breakwater and the old
Staddiscombe firing range walls, Chris pointed
out the Napoleon Bonaparte feature, erected in
2015, the 200th anniversary of Waterloo. He had
been briefly kept prisoner on a warship in the
Sound en route to exile on St. Helena. Boats
filled the Sound and thousands lined the Hoe to
see him, music playing in a party atmosphere, to
which he reportedly responded by posing and
waving his famous hat!
More views unfolded as we crested the hill across to RAF Mountbatten, a Sunderland flying
base in WW2. Chris related how T.E. Lawrence (a
friend of Lady Astor) had spent time there. The
pier of 1880 has gone but Smeaton’s Tower was
dismantled around the same time from the
Eddystone and still stands proudly on its current
site.
On the top promenade, stands the 10ft high
Drake’s Statue (1884), a replica of the one in
Tavistock (they got their funds first, from the
Duke of Bedford!). The National Armada
Memorial followed soon after in 1888 on the
300th anniversary of its first sighting – Chris
pondered whether Drake finished his game of
bowls first.
The Royal Marine memorial
(1921) and the Viking stone
(1997) concluded our tour.
This summary hardly does credit
to Chris’s knowledge and highly
entertaining descriptions of
Plymouth and its history. Do
read his book on the topic:
“Plymouth 1620-2020”. We
hope to follow up this walk next
year with a Part 2 – The Barbican.

Events are currently planned for the Winter months
Please refer to the website for further information.

www.yelvertonhistory.co.uk

